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[Correspondence of the Boston Recorder.) 


Waruge, Haut, October 25, 1841, 
Mr. Wintas,—My Dear Brother,—Mr. Castle 
of our mission being about to visit the United 
states, LE hasten to inform you of the dealings of 
God with us during the past year. 1. dn regard 
'th.—In this respect there has been a con- 
ble loss since LT last wrote you. Two be- 
yed and devoted sisters have died, and several 
overs have been in a great measure, laid aside 
,active labor. Two or three of the brethren 
have also been unable, some part of the vear, to 
yorform their accustomed duties. We teel the 
yduence of the climate. Por a tropical climate, 
‘yea delightful one. Still, a tropical sun beating 
ypon us day after day, will, most certainly, re- 
duce the strongest of us to the condition of imbe- 
elity. Another thing is true in regard to us all. 
We are exceedingly pressed with missionary labor. 
oink of the amount of work which needs to be 
formed fora people like this. Pulpit labors, 
le-classes, and Sabbath-schools ; instruction 
of Seminaries, and station schools, and the super- 
stendence of all other schools ; medical services 
yw rendered at all our stations to a greater or 
joss ammount; all the books needed for the instrue- 
nofthe people in every departinent to be made ; 
1) | duties to be performed ; instruction to be 
communicated inthe science of government; the 
people taught to work, manufacture cloth, make 
hoor garments, build themselves better houses, in 
siort to rise to the dignity and happiness of a 
Chestian and civilized comuunity, All this and 
than all, needs tole done, and must be done, 
re will be a serious loss, There is no end 
e calls made upon our time and attention, We | 
We have | 
But now that the | 
now that an agency} 
which threatens to” re-| 
efectually and permanently from our in- 
e, any of the pe ople of our charg 





tof 
ereatly desire to answer all these calls. 
desired to do so. 
is at our door, 
ur employed, 


yaiys 


them im circumstances of great peril, how | 
wuld be our anxiety to have the whole pop 
: under our eye—to be all that to ther that] 
vin beings can be to their fellows. Add to] 
twe have children of our own, who need, | 
need the care and labor of their pa 
is guardians and instructors, there being 
vols for them, and you will see that we 
to break down, and that the wor-| 
not that we decay so soon, but that we 
me solongw If you see the remarks of Mr. 
rong appended to a brief account of the late 
Castle, respecting the need of caution to those 
ring a field of missions, you will be prepared 
| their foree, 


1 
me 


One thing we are beginning 
), Which promises a measure of relief in rela- 
tothe health of the 
es of retreat 
} 


na 


ission—we are seeking 


ata short distance fromthe sta-| 
in as elevated situations as we can con- 
ently find. Such av one, I hear has recently 
i found ator near Wainea, on Kauat Mr 
Hitchcock informed me recently that had 
tovnd one on Molokai. Sack of Lahaimaluna, the 
ethren of those stations, upper and lower Lahat- 
na, have found a cool, pleasant and delightful sta- 
m for invalids; and we have a retreat at this 
station. The quiet, more perhaps, than any thing 
e, affords great relief to the ladies of the mis 
who are ready to faint at the stations. 
Ns moines an { Ne lino %. 
our Se 


~ ! 
2. l am happy to say 
Schools never if 
There 

Sem 


ninaries and were 
» flourishing circumstances than now, 
re than 100) upils in the tuissionary 
it Loahainaluna, under the superintendence 
struction of three professors. ‘The 
The Female Semina- 
t this station, now under the care of Mr. and 
Mea. Bauleww and Miss Ogden, numbers about 70 
is flourishing, Almost the only dis- 
ve experienced respecting this 
been in relation to health, God 
msiv restored to the Seminary this ines- 


mstitu- 


rroatly prospering. 


nt weh 


n, bas 


blessing, and we hope to go on prosper- 
devoting more time to 
e. and rather severe exercise, gardening, run- 
the rope, &c. &e. Ne, 
vently walks with them inthe fields, 
; &e., and lectures on Bot- 
‘boarding schools at Hilo on Hawan, 

1 IN prosperous circumstances, and promise 
cood. Mr. Locke, at Waialua, on Oahu, 
urding school which com 


The children are 


ring, skipr ine 


rs, plants, 


vil 1 
jor with study, and which promises much 

Our station schools too are doing very well. 
lve chiefs seem to take a commendable interest 
ation, and have enacted | 

f schools which have exerted a happy in- 

So many children we have never seen in 

wols, and they are making commendable 

I cannot but hope that the rising gen- 
1 willbe tolerably well educated. | 

Of the increase of books, I cannot report as fa- 
ily as Teould wish, and yet something has | 
ndone. The care of all the churches, and | 
s,and the unavoidable interruptions which 

ween experienced at all our stations, have 

it impossible that we should do as much at 
thing, as we desire todo. A new edition 

‘ New Testament, 10,000 copies, has been 

el. The Old Testament is also being re- 

“l. "Two tracts, one of 12 pages, on the “At- 

tes of God,” and another, the History of Po- 

y, 24 pages, have been printed. A volume of 
ns, also, 27 pages, and a work on Moral 
' pages, These with many smaller) 
new editions of school books, &c. have 

i printed at Honolulu. At Lahainoluna, Sem- 

vy press, there have “been printed Algebra [6 
izes, Logarithms 16 pages, sermons &3 pages. 
ive class book 40 do. Geographical Questions, 
ts do. Dying ‘Testimony of Christians, and Keith 
tie Prophecies, 48 do. Natural Theology, 178 

do. and Church History, 342 do. Blessed be God 
it the means of enlightening and elevating the 
ye ure incre asing. | 
Slate of the Churches.—-You may have seen 
tistics of the churches of these islands, since 1 | 
t wrote vou. More than 1400 have been ad- 
] oO if 
ings shall prove to be genuine fruits— 
sto life everlasting, [ shall greatly rejoice. 
vor it will thus prove, I do sincerely hope 
vclieve. T may not conceal the painful fact, 
wever, that nearly as many have been excommu- 
ted the vear past, as have been admitted. Of 
more than three fourths were from a single 
inch, so that there is reason to hope that the 
of last vear was genuine. I do not hear of 

’ special defection at any of the islands, 

I see that the Editor of the Presbyterian has | 
‘urned my letter to you of last year, and as he 
’ See this, L beg to say a few words on those 
's of my letter which seem to stumble him. | 
‘thinks that in warning the readers of the 
ler to be prepared to hear of greater de- 
ms, 1 knew more than I revealed. J assure 
that all LT knew was, that there had been a 
excitement, and as | believed and still be- 
, too great an excitement; and that in too 
a 1 


iws on the sub- 


38 


’ 


ted to the church at all our stations. 
* gathe 


M 


ie, as 1 thought multitudes had been} 
ered imo the church. This is al! I knew, 
1 shall gre atly rejoice to know that I was| 
mistaken, and that the great majority | 
Istroug inthe faith, God grant that it may | 
-and that my unbelief may be shamed. 
Again, he speaks with much surprise of what 
y of the indolenee of church members. Did 
hut state the grounds of the indolence of th 


members of the church? Will the good broth- 
er tell me how the evil can be remedied? They 
say tous when urged to work, “what shall we 
do.” We can hire only now and then one of 
them, and one day’s work will support them three 
days or more! So of clothes, 1 am greatly 
tried with their habits in this respect. I some 
times come down with all the force of eloquence 
1 can command, that I may rouse them up to 
abandon this habit and adopt a better one. But 
here is the diffieulty—the sun beats down upon 
them at noon with great power. They are fa- 
tigued in walking to mee ing, and if they wear 
pantaloons they will suffer. So at least they 
think. Besides, they may have only one pair, 
these are nearly threadbare, and where they 
shall obtain another pair, they know not. What 
shall I say to such members of my church ? 
Will my brother of the Presbyterian tell me ? 
He says, “true Christianity would have taught 
them better.” The grace of God has done great 
things for the poor people, and is raising them 
daily, but it were foolishto expect that in a single 
year, or in five or ten years, every evil would be 
eradicated from such a soil as this. God help- 
ing me, T will not cease to instruct the people 
till they shall even in this respect be changed in 
their habits. 

I am glad that the writer noticed my poor 
letter, not in hostility to the excellent: institution | 
which has sent us hither, but to warn the Boston 
Board and every other Board, to use the most 
prayerful caution in the selection of the mis- 
sionaries, T hope the A. B.C. P.M. will reeeive 
itasa warning, But men cannot be known till 
they are tried. IT do not think the Board will 
recail the men to whom [ alluded. They may | 
have erred. | think they have so. But more 
devoted men are found in no missionary tield now 
under cultivation, than these same men. IT trust 
that these brethren, that all of us laboring in this | 
field, and that our patrons will all Jearn wisdom 
from our experience in missionary labor, And | 
I close these remarks by saying, that T hope the 
brethren at the South will all gain wisdom from | 
our mistakes, 





Thus will great good come of it, | 
and the cause of God and missions be greatly ad- 
vanced. J 

1. Prospects of the People.—\ do not know that 
I can say any thing new on this subject since 
writing you last. 


In some re spects the nation is 
advancing, 


The people are becoming more in- 
telligent, and many of them are 


bee ominge tore 
industrious, 


The gospel is doing all for the peo- 
ple which it can be expected to do tora people in 
the circumstances of the Hawauans, And what 
I wish particularly to say is, the gospel is doing 
more than every thing to remove the disabilities 
of the people, and to remove the obstacles in’ the 
way of their rising to a high state of civilization. 
Sut all cannot be effected ina month, or a vear. 
“Jn due season shall we reap, if faint not.” 

On the other hand, the horzon of our hopes 
seenis darkening around us. The fatal treaty 
with France has opened the door wide for the in- 
troduction of sin and wretehedness. If French- 


for say the 


we 


men may sell the poison, all may; 
English and the Amereans, the treaty made 
with their respective nations declares that they 
shall be placed upon the footing of the most fa- 
1 nations, So they 


vored 
be able 


other, who stall 
brandy. The streams of int 


ch 
nd 


are all vie with ¢ 
1 the n 


>to sell yt rum 
yoperance 


ire 
into Lahaina like a 
that the 


siint 


flood, and | have strong fears 


place will be d. What a 
e, that when this ys I 


ulteny ru 
poor people tad a a 


their sharetul « rse of debauchery, 


med 


yS rite nperance in arinking Was ¢ 


bee mong new creatures, men, 1 


lands, should plunge them again into the slough 

Waist 
have to render to God 
urreat ' When, O 
lands go forth as 


the 


from which they liad just been washed! 
an account Wii such tien 
for the infliction of so 
when will men from 


messencvers of mer 


an evil 
Christian 
,to enlighten 
l rand leave at 


ignorant, 
grinde the wandering, a 

ever they go? When, O 
of God, exert its legitimate, its purifying 
influence every where, so that sin in all its forme 


shall be destroyed, the 


ve a blessing where- 
when, shall the precious 


crosne | 


Saviour of sinners be em 
the fruits 

- Come that blessed da 
Dawn Sun of Righteousness upon this 
world! Dispel the bor night of sin and 
ignorance, and fill every land with life and bles- 


sedness! 


braced, i ved, and of holiness 


ever 
dark 
y areary 


Yours, my dear brother, in the labors of Jesus, 


J. S. Green. 


BLACK JACOB, OR JACK HODGES, 


This is a very humble name, yet not unknown. 
In one form or the other, it will seem a familiar 
one to many readers of the Observer. T cannot 
help imagining with what ditlerent emotions it 
will be recognised by different persons, To 
some it willbe associated with all that 
ing in depravity and horrible 
others with all that 
lovely in religion, 

Jack Hodges! will one exclaim; why, this is 
that wicked, drunken old Negro, who, many years | 
ago, Was concerned in a murder that was come | 
mitted in Orange county, inthis State. Twas 
young then, but so strong was the Lupression 


m 
Is attractive 


erme; and 


in Virtue 


to 
and 


which the circumstances made upon me at the 
time of their occurrence, that T remember them 
as though it were yesterday. Three white men 
were Jack’s accomplices. It appeared in the in- 
vestigation that they had made him their tool, 
They brutalized him) with rom, and tempted him 


with promises of reward, until, in an evil hour, | 


he consented to shoot their victim ; and his prom- | scene in our lecture room, a year ago, just pre- 


ise was fearfully kept. All the four were found 


guilty, and condemned to be executed; two suf- | 


fered, and Jack with the other, under a commu- 
tation of the sentence, was sent to the State 
Prison for twenty-one years, 

Black Jacob! another will say; why this must 
be that pious old colored man at Canandaigua, of 
whom | have heard so often; said to be a won- 
dertul Christian, and one of the brightest orna- 
ments of the church in that village, 

Perhaps the name will meet the eye of Jacob 
Abbott. I know not what he will say; but 1 am 
greatly deceived if his heart will not throb with 
unusual excitement when he reads it. He can- 
not have forgotten Jack, or lost any of the inter- 
est which he once felt in his history. If the 
reader of this article has at hand Abbott's Young 
Christian, IT would request him, before looking 
further, to turn to the seventh chapter of that 
book, and read what the author calls the “ second 
convicl’s story.” The person whose conversion is 
there described was Black Jacob, or Jacob Hodges, 
the subject of this sketch, 

Jacob died in this piace (Canandaigua, N. Y.,) 
on Wednesday, the lth of February, Indz. He 
is supposed to have been about eighty years of 
age. 

The following consists of extracts from a dis- 
course preached by the writer inthe Brick church 
on the morning of the Sabbath which succeeded 
his death. 

When he was very young, Jacob was inden- 
tured to a sea-captain, and was employed on 
ship-board in such services as he was then able 
to perform. After several years passed as acabin 
boy, he became at length an ordinary sailor, and 
in that capacity followed the sea under various 
masters for more than half his life. In deserib- 
ing himself, during this part of his career, he has 
told me that he was distinguished for his wicked- 
ness, and for the excess to which he indulged ia 
all the bad habits of the class to which he belong- 


| should he prose rved.” 


is revolt- | 


ed, He was terribly profane at all times, and! 
when on shore, addicted to the constant practice | 
of licentiousness and intoxication. He has often! 
said of himself, and I cannot doubt the literal 

truth of his representations, for besides what the 

well known facts of his history testify, the big 

tears that frequently stood in his eyes when speak- | 
ing of this subject, were evidence enough that he | 
had no desire to magnify his faults—that among | 
all his companions, there was not another so | 
vicious, so ill-tempered, ungovernable, and de- 

voted to all sorts of mischiefas himself. ‘To use | 
his own words on one occasion, he said with an 

expression of self-abhorrence which IE shall not 

readily forget, “ Why, master, 1 was a sarpent; 

it does seem as though the wicked one possessed | 
me, and 1 wonder that the Lord suffered me to| 
live.” 

Why he abandoned the sea Iam not able cer- 
tainly to say, though T have a decided impression 
that he once told me, it was owing to the unwil- 
lingness of ship masters to employ him, on ac-} 
count of the notorious badness of his character. 

| 
| 


After wandering for some time from place to 
place with no particular home, or any regular oc- 
cupation, he seems at last to have gained some 
permanence in Orange county. What his char-| 
acter was there, may be easily inferred from the 
events which there transpired, 

The gracious change which took place in Ja- 


| cob in the prison at Auburn, became very soon so 


manifestly a reality, that his friends, and among 
them, as most a: tive, the superimtende nt, iter- 
ested themselves in his behalf, and procured his 
pardon and release, Now, as you may well sup- 
pose, came asevere trial of his religious eharaec- 
ter, and he was followed from his cell out inte 
the world, by many a watelful and anxious eve. 
All hoped for him, but none could tell what the 
result would be, Would his old and inveterate 
habits draw him back again into sin, or would 
grace triumph? It was a doubtful, and a most 
deeply interesting question. But, as Jacob has 
said to me, “TI went out of prison, believing that 
fT tried to live right, and prayed to the Lord to 
keep me, and trusted in him with all my heart, | 
He had hold of the true 
strength, and he was preserved. Never but once, 


} and that was during the first vear of his libera- 


tion, did he seem to waver, On one solitary oc- 
casion, he was known to have tasted the intoxi- 
eating cup: and the horror of mind and deep re 
pentance whieh it oceasioned him, were perhaps 
better evidences of the genuineness of his piety, 
than if he had never fallen. 

He remained more than two vears in Auburn, 
growing constantly in the confidence and affec 
tions of all who knew him. Itis about ten years 
and during this pe 
"Two weeks 


since he came to this place ; 
riod, his life has been before 
Jacob spent 

In tmny study, 

in relation to. lirmse 
said,—and from the er 
TL know that it 
“1 have now 
Pvery 


you. 
not than two 
We had much con- 
If Among 
nnexion in which 
not 


ago to-morrow, less 

vurs with te 
versation other 
things he 


he said it, was in a spirit of 
lived ten vears in Canan- 
knows Black Jacob, at 
and IT challe 
o say, if Thave ever injured any) 
anv thing 


be asting, 
pugua, body 
| nye all, men, women, 


bod hone Inconsistent wath my 
profession, exceptthat | have not been as humble, 
| ' mv Master, as | ought 


d this I better 
and | 


hike blessed 


know than any 


ida bie 


rthy of 


meshing examples we Ww 
The was amen of prayer. Tl 
‘ 4 


ween, or le could not 
other 


with 


rave been w 


Tespects, » can his Chorist 


a strong sen his denendence on God. 
Perhaps hi , ne moethinge 


in the pecniia 
diitienlties which he had 


id to overcome, that tt 

him mm a peculisr manner to realize this truth. 
Certain it is, that he did realize itt 
mh stanys 


ore than 

ther Chnstian that [ever knew, and as 
a necessary con he pray 
most other Christians, T se af 
lye ire 


sehen ed more that 


you who love 
his eloquent pleadings with God in the 
praver-1 need wnt the 


has the 


ecting, no other evidence tl 


hiv 


of Jacob's 


exercise was a familiar one. w often 
remark been made, that one prayers 


was alwavs enough to change the 


otherwise dull and 


character of an 
' Plow full 
Ilow near to the 
Think, that it 
was not until he was in prison that he learned to 

} 


ready, 


il spiritless meeting 
and fervent were his petitions ! 


throne he always seemedto get! 


then remember 
how exces 


lan 
dingly fine it) was sometimes 3 
how aptand abundant were his quotati 


Seripture, how could adapt himeselt 


how chosen was his 
guage 
ns from 
well he in 
prayer to the peculiar circumstances of the time, 
and you must be convinced that he was thorough 
ly practiced in the duty. 

Jacob was a very humble Christian. You may 
say that he had much reason to be humble. So 
had he many temptations to be proud. You 
know with what marked has always 
been treated among us; 


respect he 
and he was the object 
of very general interest, so that strangers visit- 
ing the place have frequently sought to be mitro- 
duced to him. Many times | have been appre- 
hensive that he would be injured by the atten-| 
tions which he received, but | never discovered 


that he was. He did not seem disposed, on any 


| occasion, to put himself improperly forward, of 


anxious to attract notice. ‘The memory of what 
he had been, seemed always to be present with 


him. Many of you well remember that thrilling 


vious to the commencement of our precious re- 
vival; when, just as we were about to separate 
under most disheartening circumstances, Jacob 
was invited to address us. You have not forgot- 
ten that truly eloquent and overwhelming appeal, 
which seemed to shake the very house in which 
we were asssmbled, while the whole congrega- | 
tion was convulsed with weeping. 

Do you remember the words with which he be- 
gan? “My tasters and mistresses, for | dare 
not call you my brethren and There 
was breathed the spirit of the man; and I never 
knew him to appear to cherish any other, ‘There 
was a peculiarity in his prayers which you must 
have noticed. In that part of them which con- 
sisted of confession, he always used the “ first 
person singular.” He seemed to think that his 
confession of sin could only be appropriate for 
himself. Ile often alluded to the past with ex- 
pressions of the most profound abhorrence and 
shame. Sometimes he spoke of his crime, but it 
was slways with so much evident pain, Uiat it was! 
distressing even to hear him. | have seen him 
seized with violent trembling at the bare mention 
of that subject. He has said to me, “ Master, I 
do believe that my heavenly Father loves me; 
but how wonderful it is that he should love me ; 
I cannot love myself; it seems to me that nobody 
ever sinned against him as | have done.” 

Jacob was an earnest Christian. This was true 
of him in every sense, but I speak now with espe- 
cial reference to the work of his own salvation. 
He was constantly examining hunself. Every 


” 
sisters. 


j ence of his prayers, and to his direct instrumen- 


sermon he heard he sought to appiy in some W iy [ 


as a test of his own character; and he was never 
satisfied unless he saw evidence that he was grow- 
ing in grace. ‘To this end he was diligent in his 
use of all the means of grace. Until his he: 


began to fail, during the present season, he was} 


very rarely absent from any religious meeting; 
end his familiarity with the Scriptures, acquired 
by the constant perusal of them, was truly won- 


derful. When I have met him, and inquired cas- 
ually after his health, nothing was more common 
than for him to reply insome such terms as these : 
showing the channel in which his thoughts ha- 
bitually flowed—* Very well, master, in body ; but, 
O, this wicked heart; I want a great deal more 
grace.” Ile complained much of a disposition of 
worldliness. is little matters of business en- 
grossed so much of his attention; he was com- 
yelled, he said, to be praying constantly against it. | 
Je wondered how rich Christians could keep | 
along. 

Jacob was a useful Christian. Such a Chris- 
tian could hardly be otherwise. I do believe 
that it may be said of him, “he hath done what 
he could.” 1 attribute the last revival of religion 
inthis chureh in no small degree to the influ- 


tality. There are nota few in this village who 
owe their conversion, under God, to his faithful- 
ness; and 1 doubt not there are some now listen- 
ing to.my voice who are ready to rise up and 
colt him blessed. His uniform and consistent 
life of piety cannot but have had a happy influ- 
ence on all who have observed him; and [doubt 
not there are those before me, yet impenitent, 
who would confess, if asked, that they have felt | 
religion to be strongly commended to them by | 
his holy example. He loved and longed to do 
good, LTonce asked him why he was so anxious 
to be rendering services to me, for he was con- 
stantly inquiring if he could not do something for 
me. This reply was, that it seemed almost the 
same as if he was preaching the Gospel, when he 
was helping his minister, 

There is an aneedote of him, highly illustra- 
tive of his character, which, though a proper 
place has not seemed to oceur for it’ in this hur- | 
ned sketeh, Lam unwilling to omit, because it 
shows so strikingly his feelings on a subject, in | 
relation to which every Christian needs constant- 
ly to examine himself, Some two vears ago, he | 
had a violent attack of the same disorder (intlam- 
mation of the lungs,) of which he died; and it | 
was supposed then, that he could not recover. In | 
one of the many delightful interviews whieh Thad | 
with him, | reeolleet to have asked him this ques- | 
tion: “Are you quite sure, Jacob, that you hate 
sin?” DT never can forget the earnestness of his 
manner, and the peculiar expression of his eye, 
as he rose up quick inthe bed, and stretching out 
his arms, exelaimed, “ Master, I do hate my very 
flesh on account of sin.” 





' 


} 
} 
Hhis death, at the time it occurred, was antici- | 
pated but a very few hours. I saw him on Mon 
dav and had much conversation with him, though 

Without anv suspicion of the nearness of lis end, | 
He referred to the lectures whieh PE have been 

‘ months past, on | 
Christian experience, and said they had been 

greatly serviceable to him. He told me that he | 
had led by them to over the 
fan , and to examine himself: 


ehvermg weekly for 


some 


} 
been 
und ¢ 


own lang 


co whole | 
to use Ins 
“all over anew, from beginning 
to end, to see whether he was on the sure tounda- 
tion.” “© Well, Jacob,” L said, “and what is your 
conelusion =" © Lb think,” he re p ied, “itu all 
*Then vou think,” T continued, 
“that you are running norsk if you die now 2” 
“Not any,” was his prompt reply, * Christ is able 
and faithful.” 
To « 


f hye Vif 


night, master.” 


} 
went into his room the last morn- | 
#, to ask how be felt, and if he need 
» “OSD want more 
just hou passe d 


stupor, ut xo 


ne who 
, 
Wy thing, he simply said 
eart.” This 


HHconsc tots 


were 
ot 


nid 
evernmge he expired—a_ liberated 
{! Not sent forth into this 
lL where we must follow hi 
tude, but 


world 
nowith 
caught 


up by aneels 


fo ohis dark 


cell was 
verors everlasting 

J the 
just.—.Vi DV. Observer. 


opened, te 
crown, and re 
rever in tudeless of the 


Inberitanes 


(Por the Boston Record 
TUE BELOVED DISCIPLE, 
Pracr. 
ace Lleave with you, my peace I vive unto 
you. John D4: 27. However 1 
have been excited lose a 
truth; 


truth may be 


VOONEL 


veh you miny 


tlenution to religie 
uch the 


' 
ite 


mowever nm presentation of such 


d to exeite yous how truc 
nd te “noone to 
* yet remenl that 


jteousness,” of true and 


enter 
“the 
therough 
conversion to God, “1s quietness and assurance Jor- 
ever. 

Do not, dear fellow disciple, so greatly mistake 
the nature of our Saviours kingdom as 
pose that a 
is indispens 


glory of God. 


to sup- 
constant bodily or mental excitement 
I ll bew to the 
excitement Was not encour- 
aged by thin: such was not his last bequest to 
vou, “My peace 1 give unto you!” What was 
Ihis peace : Not the peace of a sluggish or un- 
feeling soul; not the pesee of an unconcerne d 
spectator of the dishonor of God and the destruc- 
not the peace of a selfish spirit. No! 
Jesus Christ went about doing good. Early and 
late he was engaged in Ins Father's work, “The 
zeal of ‘Thine house hath eaten me up,” was the 
strong language he used to express the ferver of 
his soul; and again, * My meat is to do the will of 
Him that sent me, and to finish His work.” Yet 
was Jesus peaceful. “ He did not strive nor ery, 
neither did any man hear his voice in the street.” 
Seck to be filled with the Holy Ghost and with 
love. Desire no more excitement than is strictly 
conducive to this, and go on day by day with such 
strength as God gives you in doing and suffering 
all his holy will, God has kindly appointed to 
you a healthful interest in all the ordinary avo- { 
cations of life; an interest in your various en- 
gagements so lively as to render their fulfilment a 
pleasure, yet not too strong to disturb your peace 
of mind. In like manner He has invested the 
discharge of religious duty, and the study of re- 
ligious truth with an interest, to the truly spiritu- 
al disciple, which precludes the possibility of 
weariness or satiety in the pursuit. Jt is not sur- 
prizing that the momentous import of the truths 
you began to ponder when first you turned to the 
Lord should for a time cause you to vaeciilate 
from excess of delight to excess of despondency ; 
from the highest expectation to the deepest dread, 
The hope of winning Heaven ond the fear of 
sinking mto Hell may well agitate, may well dis- 
tract you while your future course is undecided : 
but once determined on the service of the Lord, 
consider that “ His ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all His paths are peace.” "The traths which 
God proposes for the consideration of his children 
are peace-inspiring, and full of consolation to one 
who desires to be a Beloved Disciple. lunmuta- 
bility and steadfastness are written upon them all. 
*[ am God,” says their founder, “I change not.” 
The tendency of His truths He has himself 
clared; “Great peace have they who love thy 
law, and nothing shall offend them.” Declara- 
tions to this effect are scattered plentifully through 
the Word of God. “They that trust in the Lord 
shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be remov- 
ed.” Redeemed by the Lord Jesus Christ from 
the bondage of sin and death, purchased by his 
precious blood, you are raised to the freedom of 
the sons of God. ‘There is therefore now no con- 
demnation te you; for you have not received 
the spirit of bondage again to fear; but the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby we ery, Abba, Father. To 


1 


je to your own Ww 
Such 


gor 


tionof man; 


de- 


one whose faith is unwavering it is hardly neces- | 


sary to argue the privilege of a child to trust in 
hie Father. Ifyou abound in love, in prayer, in 


humility, in courage and in consistency in every 


| opposed to the benevolent spirit and designs of 


} move slavery, while the church sanetions it, an 


, consternath 


Christian grace, you must of necessity possess 
your soul in peace. If you have not the peace o 
Christ it is because you fail in some or all of these 
articulars. Candidate for the peculiar, tender 
ot of Jesus, have you his peace? If not, betake 
yourself at once to the most heedful, prayerful, 
diligent examination of your soul, your senti- 
ments, your practice, Search out the hindrance 
to that peace which as a Beloved Disciple you 
tuust possess, and cease not from your diligent in- 
quisition until you find it. God grant that you 
may find it a noble river, resting upon whose 
broad bosom you may be borne over the billows 
and shoals and sands of time, into the peaceful 
kingdom of Heaven, 


[For the Boston Recorder, | 
ACTION OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
WESTMINSTER, ON SLAVERY. 

Whereas the present state of the public mind 
upon the subject of American Slavery, calls for a 
distinct and firm assertion of the truth, by us, as 
professors of Christianity :— 

Therefore, as a church of Christ, we express the 
following views: Ist. We recognize the African 
race as a part of the family of man, whom God so 
loved as to give his Son to make atonement for 
their sins, and we consider ourselves bound to 
seek their temporal and eternal happiness, as truly 
as that ofany other portion of the human race, 

2. We consider American Slavery a heimous 
sin against God and our brethren—against God as 
it violates his law, which requires us to love oth- 
ers as ourselves, and to do to them as we would 
that they should do to us :—and against our breth- 
ren, as itdeprivesthem of the right which God has 
given them, to life, liberty, and the pursuit: of 
happiness. 3. We view this system as utterly 





Christianity, as it forces those, whose elevation 
the gospel is designed to promote, into a state 
of mental and moral debasement— prevents them | 
from reading the word of God, and entails upon 
them the vrossest superstition and wickedness, 
and also exposes thei to horrid ernuelties and op- 
pression from the caprice and anger of irresponsi- 
ble masters, 

4. We regard al) hope that the gospel will re- 








entire delusion, since its whole tendency isto 
corrupt the gospel and banish it from ao slave- | 
holding community. We therefore regard those 
inthe echorch who justify and apelogize for this 
vile system, or who would hush the voice of 
those who are conserentiously opposed to it, as in 
a fearful degree responsible for its continuance, 
and offenders against the law of God and the 
best interests of man. Therefore 

Resolved, That althongh we do not presume to | 


sit injudygment upon the character and future 


prospects of individual slaveholders, or of the ad- 
vocates or apologists of this miquitous system, yet 


we feel bound in view of the Apostole direction 


to have no fellowship with the untruittul works of | 


darkness, but ratherto reprove them 
Christian 


to withdraw 
fellowship from all such, and to deem 
them unworthy either to nmumester in holy things 
orto partake of the emblems of Christ's dving love, 
Voted, that a copy be furnished to the Recorder 
and Free American for publication. 
elpra 7th, UsAr. el true copy, 
Wintriaw S. Braapecrny, Clerk. 
For the Boston Mec 
DISTRESSING OCCURRENCE, 
NATHAN 
killed with Jightoimne, 
the SOth March, Indy. 
He was atthe time alone in his barn about fifty 
rods trot nnd was net found for about 
an hour, There was # lett 
the house, accompanied with one very vivid flash 
oft 


order 


Sasser, Msg. of Dover, Ohio, was | 


on Wednesday morning, 


» his house, 
shower soon after he 
hehtumg. tut as the barn, (in plain sight of 
the house) remained apparel tly Ubibjured, the 


} family had ne serious apprehension trom the effects | 


hightoing. | 
What then must 
nof the 


hassett, to 


of the 
| 

have been the surprise and 

nephew, upon gome to look 


for Mr. 


find lim, three horned cattle, 
. and 
barn 


horse four swine, lying dead ino and 

The lightning had struck the 
gable-end of the barn on the ndge, divided, and 
running down each post 


little, 


about the 1 


without injuring the barn 
bot very 


or setting any thing on fire, produ- 


ced these appalling effects. No occurrence ever 
produced sucha deep and thrilling sensation in 
this e¢ 
he countenances of all, as they either beheld 
or heard of this awtull 
ted that God had sy} 
thunder. 


titntinity, 


solemn spectac le, indica- 
ento them ain the voice of | 
Yesterday, Mr. Bassett was in the midst | 
of us, in good health, sustaiming various important | 
and endearing relations in life, and actively enga- 
ved in business. The writer of this notice con- 
versed more than an hour with hin upon the sub- 
ject of death and eternity, and the iuportance of 
being at all times pre pure d for the coming of the 
Son of man. This conversation arose from the re- 
cent sudden death of both the writer's parents, 
within four days of each other. He is now 
trated to the earth by a flash of lightning. 
From his hat to the boot, on the right foot, his 
clothes were torn open, and some of them shatter- 
ed to fragments. From his lead above the tem- 
ple to lis right foot, are visible the shocking ef- 
fects of the electric thid. There were two holes 
in the head, one above the other, two or three 
inches apart. 


pros- 


The skin was torn from the breast, 


and from the right foot, about the size of the hand. i 
Mr. Bassett was one of the pioneers in the set- | 


tlement of this town. He moved his family here, 
from Lee, Mass., his native place, thirty-one years 
ago, when he was twenty-four years old; and was 


among the first to commence felling and clearing | 


away the then unbroken forest, and to dispute the 
long and undisturbed possessions 
“OF savage beasts of prey, 
And men more wild and fierce than they.” 
The trials and hardships and perils of the first 
settlers of this and other towns bordering upon 
the lake, were greatly enhaneed by the last war 
with England, which was declared soon after the 
settlement commenced. Several times the mbhab- 


itants of this town were obliged to flee for their | 


lives, and they were accustomed to toil by day 


and sleep at night with their guns Joaded, and | 


other weapons of war by theirside. 


In the improvements which have been made in | 


this town, since it was a wilderness, Mr. Bussett 
has taken an active part. 


He has enjoyed the | 


confidence and respect of his fellow men, and has | 


been engaged in public business most of the time 
since he came into the town. Hehas discharged 
the duties of the various oifices which he has held 
with great fidelity. 

He joined the Congregational Church in this 
place about sixteen years since, and has, until re- 
cently, been one of the most liberal supporters of 
the gospel, and one of the most active and effi- 
cient members of the church. His first wife, to 
whom be was married in Mass., and who shared 
with him the trials and difficulties of this new 
country, died seven years since “in the hopes ofa 
glorious immortality.” She left six daughters, 
who survive their father, three of whom are mar- 
ried and live in this town ; one has been twice left 
a widow within a few years, and is now herselfan 
orphan, with three orphan children, The other 
two are now athome. Mr. B. buried two sons in 
their infancy. 

His widow was very suddenly bereaved of her 
former husband. He was taken sick in the night, 

| and before she could light a candle he was dead. 
} Llow true is it that “ when we are in the midst of 


life we are in death."—Mr. Bassett’s funeral was 
attended on Thursday, by the largest concourse of 
people ever assembled on a funeral occasion in 
this town. A sermon was preached by the Rey. 
S. Stevens, from Job 14: 5. “Seeing his days 
are determined, the number of his months are 
with thee ; thou hast appointed his bounds, that he 
cannot pass.” 8. 8. 





AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 
{From the Journal of the American Education Society.) 
The Quarterly Meeting of the Directors was 

held at the Rooms. April 13, 1842. ‘The regu- 
Jar quarterly returns from three hundred and sixty 
three beneficiaries, and new applications from six 
candidates for the assistance of the Society, were 
before the Board. We regret to be obliged to 
state that the difficulty anticipated by the Direc- 
tors at their last quarterly meeting, and mentioned 
in the last number of the Journal, in respect to the 
ability of the Society to pay the appropriations for 
this quarter, has not been obviated by an adequate 
encrease of receipts into the treasury. ‘The action 
of the Board, therefore, after prayerful delibera- 
tion, was expressed in the following vote: 

“Voted, That, whereas it appears, from the 
statement of the "Treasurer, that, after discharg- 
ing the debt contracted by direction of the Finan- 
cial Committee, in order to pay the last quarterly 
appropriation, tt will be impossible, without re- 
sorting toa loan of nearly the whole amount re- 
quired, to pay another at this time; therefore it is 
inexpedient to grant the usual appropriations to 
beneficiaries this quarter. 

This is the second time this year that the Direc- 
tors, acting upon the principle that it is no longer 
their duty to allow the debt. of the Society to be 
increased, have been under the painful necessity 
of withholding a quarterly appropriation. ‘There 
is no doubt that the ultimate prosperity of the So- 
ciety, as well as its immediate relief, will require 
a strict adherence to this principle for the future, 
The churches will understand that this Society as 
the distributor of their bounty, cannot exceed the 
means furnished by their liberality. "There is rea- 
sonto fear, however, that not a few of the young 
men now preparing for the gospel ministry, bav- 
ing been brought on their way thus far by the 
aid which the Society has afforded, will find them- 
selves unable to proceed under so many difficul- 
ties in their arduous undertaking. Hf it comes to 
this, their personal disappointment will be a trying 
one; and their loss from the ranks of the future 
ministry of this country, one which cannot be 
sustained without much damage, ata period lke 
that which is now passing in the listory of our 
religious and benevolent institutions, 

Let every Christian, to whom the knowledge 
of the Society's embarrassments may come, be en- 
treated to inquire whether lhe cannot do some 
thing more for this object than in months past, 
Our brethren in the ministry are earnestly request- 
ed, whether an agent of the Society is enabled to 
Visit them or not, to secure a favorable opportu 
nity, at the stated season, for their people to 
bring their freewill offerings to this cause, Where- 
ever the agents of the Society go, they are kindly 
received ; collections are cheerfully made, which 
are of respectable amount; and itas gratifying to 
learn that the objeet holds a place, as formerly, in 
the affections of many of the people of God. But 
ina large number of the churches, whieh the 
agents are unable to visit, (there being only two 
avents in the New England States), the Eduea- 
tion Society, we fear, has been often overlooked, 
Indeed this fact is sufficiently indicated by the 
quarterly acknowledgements of the Society's re- 
coipts. The very church would contribute annual- 
yto this objeet, there would be ne diffeulty in 
Sustaining is operations on their present seale, 
very beneficiary might in due time be brought 
into the field; and other young 

Spirit of God is now secretly 


men whom the 
inclining to offer 
themselves for the sacred work, might be encour- 
aged in their turn to follow in the same course, 

God in his merey has again poured out his Ho- 
ly Spirit, extensively, upon the churehes of our 
land. dle has not withheld the influences of his 
grace, as justly he might have done; and Jett us 
to fear that, in the generation comimg upon the 

, there might be a scarcity of suitable per- 
sons to become laborers inthe great spiritual har- 
vest. But inthis bestowment of the gifts of his 
grace, God is bringing the churches under sol- 

Ile leaves it with them to see 
that those whom he converts, and whom he calls 
by lis Spintto desire the work of the ministry, 
shall be prepared, in other respects, for their high 
and holy ealling. 

In this auty the Education Society has an im- 
portant part to perform, as an instrument in the 
hands of the churches. For this end it was rais- 
ed up, in the providence of God, by the toils and 
sueriices of devoted men, some of whom are now 
with Christ. In their day. when a eeason of em- 
barrassment arose like that whieh now exists, and 
the Directors were on the point of withholding an 
appropriation, benevolent individuals at first, and 
t! afterwards, came to their relief 
Shall the appeals of the Soctety now, im behalf 
ofa larger number of beneficraries, and more ex- 
tensive interests pertaining to the Kingdom of 
Christ, be reiterated in vain? Is not the objeet 
before the Education Society as important now, 


emu oblrations, 


w churches 


and the necessity of its circumstances as urgent 
asatany former period? It is beheved that the 
lust of these inquiries cannot be answered otlier- 
wise than inthe affirmative. Whatanswer then, 
shall be given to the first? Shall the Education 
Society, in such a day of trial as the present, ap- 
peal to the friends of the Redeemer, again and 
again in vain? Will not every Christian, and 
every pastor of a church, now give the answer ? 


IMPORTANT ADVICE TO CLERGYMEN 
{An Extract from Baater. | 

“Take heed to yourselves,” that your graces be 
maintained in life and in action, 

For this end, preach to yourseives the ser- 
mons you study, before you preach them to 
others. If you were to do this for your own 
sakes, it would be no lost labor. But [ prinei- 
pally recommend it on the public aceount, and 
for the sake of the church. When your minds 
are in an holy frame, your people are likely to 
partake of it. Your prayers and praises and doce 
trine will be sweet and heavenly to them. They 
are likely to feel it when you have been much 
with God. That which is on your hearts most. 
will be most in their ears. / confess, I must speak 
it by lamentable experience, that I publish to my floed 
the distempers of my soul. When I let my heart 
grow cold, my preaching is cold, and when it is con- 
JSused, my preaching is confused also. sind I have 
often observed itin the best of my hearers, that when 
] hare grown cold in preaching, they have grown 
cold accordingly. The next prayers Ihave heard 
from them have been too much like my sermons.— 
“You cannot decline and neglect your duty, but 
others will be losers by it as well as yourselves, 
If we let our Jove decrease, and if we abate our 
holy care and watchfulness, it will soon appear 
in our doctrine. If the matter show it not, the 
manner will; and our hearers are likely to fare 
the worse for it. Whereas, if we could abound in 
faith and love and zeal, how would they overflow 
to the refreshing of our congregation! Watch 
therefore, brethren, over your own hearts. Keep 
out lusts and worldly inclinations: and keep up 
the life of feith and love. Be much at home, and 
be much with God. If it be not your daily, serious 
business to study your own hearts, to subdue core 





ruptions, and to “walk with God,” all will go 
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[For the Boston Recorder. ] 
*WILL YE ALSO GO AWAY ?"—John 6: 6? 

“ Will ye also go away,""— 

Ye for whom the Saviour died ' 
Stay, O dying sinners, stay, 

Whither can ye go beside ? 
«Will ye also go away,— 

Ye for whom he wept such tears! 
Come, O come, while yet ye may,— 

While a Saviour yet appears. 
“Will ye also go away,’ — 

Ye for whom the Saviour pleads! 
Hear, O hear his voice to-day— 

Tis for you he intercedes. 
“ Will ye also go away,"’— 

Ye who tasted once his love! 
Turn, O turn, nor longer stray, 

Seek with him a home above. 
Will ye also go away,"— 

Ye who have no hope beside! 
Can, O can ye slight him—say, 

Will ye from his merey hide? 
“Will ye also go away ?""— 

No, blest Saviour! we are thine ; 
Let us live and die, we pray, 


In thy service, Lord divine! Amicus. 





LINES, 

On seeing a Lady's gold chain among the contributions for 

the promotion of temperance. 

BY MRS. L. H. SIGOURNEY. 
Would that thou hadst a voice, thou grateful toy, 
To tell me of thy giver. Fancy paints 
A young and radiant brow, and a clear eve 
Kindling with purer light, as thou wert thrown 
Off from the polish'd neck. Thou wert perchance, 
Some favored gift,—the talisman of love,— 
Or friendship's bright memento. Still ‘tis well 
That thou art here. Henceforth that love shall be 
Remembered by those holy deeds that bless 
And save mankind nor could blest friendship ask 
A truer token, than such beaven-wrought links 
As bind the soul to duty. So g° forth 
Thou glittering gift, well bartered for the wealth 
Of conscious merit. She, who wore thee once 
With the fond thrill of vanity, hath won 
A better ornament than gold, or pearls, 
Or rich array 

Fair creature,—still be true 

To merey's angel prompting. What thine hand 
Can do for Christ—do thou with all the might 
Of woman's tenderness. With flowery hunds 
Of soft persuasion, draw the erring soul 
Back from the beetling precipice, where foams 
The fiery flood of ruin. Toil to uproot 
Those weeds of vice that by the wayside spring, 
And even amid the garden's choicest flowers 
Unblashingly intrude Show gently forth 
In thy own hallowed life, the bleesedness 
Of that meek mind, which temperance and peace, 
Fair-handed sisters,—lead in virtue’s path, 
And crown with beauty that survives the tomb 





MISCELLANY. 


THE LOST 
A THRILLING 
“A child is lost!” 


CHILD. 


STORY. 





was the fearful and pulse- 


stilling rumor, that coursed like wildfire through-| swelling of ocean when the st 
out one of those sinall settlements which oecasion-| affectionate we 
ally skirt the entrance to our American forests. | 


A cry hke this, was enough to thrust the warm | 
blood back to the heart with the chill of horror 


to arrest the throb of joy, even in its gavest hu 
mors; and to send ; . 
with the little wanderer i 
the forest; whom it 
discover some opening 


the busy tmeaginat 
n “the dee p so itude of 
seeking in vain to 
“ 
tears that were flowing over his young face like 
rain; h ! 


pictured, 
, While he 


ding himself in an attitude to listen, ul! 


ped away the | 


n forth | Boul Is Tu 


his startled fancy brought back the grow] of some | 


hideo 13 inhabitant ef th 
running onward, would ¢ 
very fate he was er 


ye dark places; then 


ther fall a prey to the 


till fatigue 


after threading the same Ittle circle 
overpowered tis feel ] s, lay } 


Such tragedies had 


e nu nmself down 


despairingly to die | 
ed; and the sons of the forest well knew that it 
1s easier to pursne their course through the track 
less ocean wit! than to 
their pathway in those deep wilds 


been act 


it a Compass, ascertain 


, where the hit 


of the sun 1s almost excluded, and no fuot print 
guides to human habitations, 


In the present instance men crowded t wether, | 


scarcely daring to whisper to theirown souls that 
the sweet child of Agnes Wade was lost. “He 
was the only she was a 
widow !” 


gon of his mother, and 
Can there be a more pathet 
the sensibilities of human nature? C 
a picture of more utter d 
of the bereaved one 

Agnes Wade was the ido! 
had been in it but a few tlee 
had been time enouh for her me 
est to find a resting In ever 
come there to reside, with the 
husband. They in humble life, but it need 
ed only to look at Agnes, to know that she had 
been educated in retinement, if not in elegance. 
And she had borne the change of circumstances 
with so much sweet and resignation; she 
was so gentie, so condescending, so benevolent, 
that it was impossible to be with her and not to 
love her. She alwavs had a 
agement for the timid; she always whisper- 
ed consolation to the sorrowful; that consolation 
which cometh only from above. With irre- 
sistible persuasion she endeavored to reclaim 
the vicious, and lead the contrite spirit to “ the 


esolatio 
er such 


und circumestan > 


‘ 
of the settlement. She 
iw months; vet they 


norvand her inter 
lace She had 


s0rn. 
parents of her lost 
were 


pious 


word 


Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the | 


world.” 

Agnes Wade was young. 
the husband of her affections; one to whom her 
fond vows of constancy had been vielded almoat 
in childhood, 
give him an education; and it was during his col- 
ege years, that he saw and loved the delicate 
and attractive Agnes. Their hearts, as it were, 


She 


melted into one. The opinions and feelings of | 
| 


William Wade were reflected in the mind and 
soul of his sweet betrothed one; and when they 
wedded, it was only to make the blending of in- 
terests and emotions more closely intimate, But 
happiness so perfect cannot abide long in a world 


which has been blasted by the frown of its Crea- | 


tor. Dreams that are so delightful, must have a 
sudden, if not a fearful, waking. Two years had 
passed since Agnes had felt all the desolation 
and all the misery, which is comprised in that 
one word—widow, She had known sorrow be- 
fore in the loss of her youngest born; but it was 
as the few drops which precede the torrent. She 
committed its body to the dust in the sure hope 
that its spirit was even at that moment mingling 
in kindred holiness and happiness with the blessed 
in Heaven; that it was a bright angel around the 
throne of God; and it was a thought full of beauty 
and full of consolation, that she had been the 
honored instrument of adding one to those pure 
Spirits, who dwell in the blissful presence of their 
Redeemer. But when the grave closed over HIM, 
who had been her guardian, her counsellor, her 
support; who had shared her joys, and soothed her 
sorrows ; who had been her companion in health, 
and pillowed her head in sickness; she felt as if 
shut out from the loveliness of life forever ; and 


she would willingly have laid her throbbing tem- | 
= and despairing heart on the cold earth beside | 
i] 


im, never more to rise, 
Agnes was left without fortune, but she contriv- 
ed, by economy and industry, to keep herself from 


absolute dependance, and was always able to be-| 


stow the widow's mite in charity. She treated 
her son as a companion—he was associated in 
her visits of benevolence—he shared in her la- 
bors with all the strength and ingeuuity his 
young days could turnish. 
It was this darling son—this fair pledge of her 
young affections—that was no where to be found, 
t was a bright day in spring, and Agnes had risen 
with the sun, and gone several miles to visit a dy- 
ing friend. On this occasion, she left her little dear 
Will behind, contenting herself with imprinting a 
mother's kiss upon his glowing cheek, as he +e 


wrapped in slumber. “Is he not the sweetest of 


of enconr-! 


] 
had married 


His parents had labored hard to! 
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all sweet children?” thought she, as she turned 
to look once more upon his sleeping loveliness. 
“Oh, if [were bereft of him too, | should have, 
nothing left to live for!” 

The hours and the moments sped away until 
the time arrived when Agnes wasexpected. Ah! 
who shall be the first to tell her of these heavy 
tidings? All shrunk from the task. She came— 
yes, they could not help her coming !—and there 
they sat, crowded together in a little circle, as 
children press together when they are listening 
to something frightful—all eyes turned upon her, 
with sad and fearful meaning; but not a word 
was uttered, 

“What is the matter?” she quickly asked— 
“Where is my child?—Something dreadful has 
occurred !—Oh, tell me! where 1s my child ?— 
Father !—Mother!—Will you not speak to me ? 
Then he is dead!—The judgment is at last ad- 
ministered—the righteous judgment which I have 
been so long anticipating !” She continued ina 
low plaintive moan, as ifcommuning with her own 
spirit; “Oh! I have loved him too fondly—better 
than I have loved my God!—I tried hard not to 
do it. But, oh! he was so sweet, so engaging, 
so affectionate! He was my last, too—the last 
being left on earth that I could call iny own!— 
the last !—do you hear that, Agnes ?—the last !— 
and that istaken! Yes! L am left alone—alone, 
and solitary in all this world—it has nothing now 
for me te love—and I too may die !” 

Exhausted by the strength of her emotions, she 
sunk into the arms of the sympathizing females 
who had clustered around her, penetrated to the 
soul by this, to them, novel exhibition of mater- 
nal gnef. There were no tears, no wringing of 
the hands, no frantic exclamations ; but the low 
breathings of utter desolation—the solitary joy 
cut off, in a heart long familiarized to sorrow—the 
one overflowing drop added to a cup already full 
of bitterness, Every tongue was silent, as if spell 
bound. Either they dared not awaken the least 
glimmering of hope, lest it should be again extin- 
guished in deeper darkness; or they were afraid 
the suspense excited by their intelligence might 
be worse for her thanthe most painful certatnty.— 
Agnes was conveyed to bed, and the good women 
lett her to consult together what it was best to do. 
It was determined that one of them should return 
to her, and tell the whole truth, 

She found her giving vent to her heart inthe 
most pathetic exclamations, * My sweet, sweet 
Will! T had hoped that we should enter Heaven | 
together! that together we should jon the dear 
oues who have before But now there is 
no more hope tor me on earth! Oh! what do] 


gone us! 








say? Father! from sin! save me 
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He will comfort you: ” 
the warm-hearted old lady, 
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But they were not the refreshing 
sten and cool the withering spirit 
tgently and sweetly, like the dews 


of heaven, The short, « 


nvulsive heavings of an 
almost bursting heart, were mingled with violent 
and painful weeping. 
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Agnes fled on with inere 
tion lent her wings, and 


had | Is 


> lal @ went, to his 


mi they returned not 


A Fee 
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rapidity. 
Ti) 
rather, she was supported by Llim who with su 
sweet and powertul emph 
“the God of the 
fatherless,” 


strength ar 
“18, declares himself 
mw, and the Father of the 
With the lightness and speed of the 
the ! 


or 
} 
lay seattered 


wh 


antelope, she passed over brosh and une 
wood, that sometimes in 


Difficulties vanish 
proached them ; and she explored every 

that her a 
ngenuity and industry, 4 


herr 
way, seemed to as 
hid 
irling, with 

from the 
. that amount 


Ing-place might conceal 


ani csulting 
mighty workings of a mother’s love 
ed almost to intuition, 
with wonder at her performances ; 
ture so delicate, do that which appeared to require 
the strength and judgment of a man. He pretend 


to see a crea 


Said | 


! Teach 


addressing Agnes 


put your trust in| signs of habitation; 
Ileaven! the Lord is good, and He is kind, and| ment; and the feelings with whieh he ib 


| \ 
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ed not to cope with her in the search she was ac-| 


complishing. He seemed but the passive instru 
ment of her pleasure; but the humble satellite, 
attendant upon the evolutions of its mighty planet. 

“T must find my boy!” she exclaimed, * or the 
forests will receive us both into the same grave! 
But I shall find him! He who has ever been my 
guide in difficulties, my defence in temptation, 
my strength in weakness, and my consolation in 
sorrow, will give him back tome! My trustis in 
the Lord!” : 

Agnes went on and on. She knew not how far 
she had traversed the forest, for there are no way- 


marks to ascertain the distance or direction; and | 
one may wander on fur hours and days, and ter-! 


minate their journey near the very place where 
they commenced it. came to a spot 
more open than she had hitherto passed ; where 
the wild flowerand the winter green grew in such 
abundance as almost to cover the earth with a 
rich carpet of scarlet, and green, and purple. Ag- 
nes’s heart beat quicker as she thought—* Al! 
this is a place which would attract my darling !” 
She almost expected to see him sleeping on the 
bed of flowers before her. 
giance around— 

* William 7” 

She paused, expecting a reply— 

* My darling Will 2” 

There was a slight rustling in the bushes near 
her. She flew with outstretched arms to clasp 
her son—but it was only the young fawn who had 
been startled from his slumbers. Agnes’ heart 
died within her. She felt the sickness of “ hope 
deferred.” The transition from expectation, from 
almost certainty, to disappointment, had been so 
abrupt and so decisive, that she seated herself on 


She soon 


She cast a rapid| 
| 


the cold grass, and wept in uncontrolled emotion. | 


* Cheer up lady ” said her companion; “ don't 
be down-hearted! the boy will yet be found, if 
human nature cen accomplish it, for 1] never saw 
any body so ‘cute in the woods as you be. And 
besides all that, you trust in the Lord, and the 
good book says, that ‘He hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee,”’ 


BOSTON 


alae 





RECORDER. 








*Ttis true!” replied Agnes, “and it is thankless 


' ‘ i . - Philo: 

ingratitude in me to be so unmindful of His pre-| !"4 offspring of a western emigrant, wandered | pie yy 
away trom his home on Henry Prairie, Hl, until 

bewildered and lost. 


cious promises, and so distrustful of His goodness; | 
but my heart hovers over my remaining treasure, | 
as the bird flutters around the only nursling that | 
is left in her rifled nest. Come, let us on! the | 
sun will soon be setting, and alas! for my little 
one, if he should have to spend the night in the 
lone desert !” 

They pursued their search—but Agnes with less | 
buoyant hopes than before. As hers faded, the | 
faint expectations of her companion vanished ut- 
terly ; and he gently hinted that she had better 
consult her own safety, and return. 

“ [ will pre here,” she replied, “rather than de- 
sert my precious boy! Do you go home, and 
leave me! the God of the widow will be my safe- 


“No, no, lady! no, no! I did'nt speak on my 
own account! Laws me! I don’t value it at all; 
many’s the night I’ve lain in the woods, with no 
cover but the blessed heavens.” 

The shadows of evening gathered slowly round 
them; and the trees of the forest began to assume 
in the twilight those fearful and unearthly forms 
which excite startling fancies even in the stout- | 
hearted. Agnes thought of the helplessness and 
ignorance, of the timidity and cowardice of chil- 
dren, and the situation of her desolate little one 
came over her, clad in tenfold horrors. In the 
anguish of her soul she supplicated, 

“OhGod! thou hearer of prayer—thou Father 
of the fatharless! in mercy lend a mother to her 
child! For his sake who while on earth never 
turned a beggar from his feet, oh, listen, listen to 
my cry!" 

““ Hark! do yon not hear something 2” she said 
quickly, turning to her companion, They stood | 
still—* There it is again !~-oh, hearken !"—Every 
faculty was now strained to its utmost point te 
ascertainthe nature of the sound. 

“It is!—it is!—Oh God! thou hast heard my 
prayer! it is his ange! voice! 

sh, which way does it come ? 
so violently [ cannot listen!” 

“Quiet yourself, lady!” said the man who now 
distinctly heard the soft, sweet accents of a child, 

“Oh, look! look!” said Agnes, 


seemed as if they would penetrate the thickening 
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darkness of the forest in their intensity. 
he kneeling on that rock; that hard, bare 
rock, My child! my preeions boy ' On God. I 
thank thee '"—She sunk upon her knees but a tew 
paces from her prostrate child, 
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A short time since,a little child, the only remain- 


About a week afterwards, it | 
was found dead undera grove of trees six miles from 
home. 

A daughter of Mr. 
Erie Co., aged eight years, was instantaneously 
killed at that place on Saturday last, by the over- | 
turning of a heavy sleigh that was placed on its side 
against a fence 

ee A CARD, 

The undersigned would grate fully acknowledge the receipt 
of Ten Dollars from the Sabbath School of Medway Village | 
Choreh and Congregation, to constitute him a life member of 
the Massachusetts Sabbath School Soc tety. [tis hes earnest 
desire and prayer, that in this expression of their kindness, 
and in all their efforts todo good, they may receive the spe 
cial favor of God, and be made meet for the inheritance of 


Ube saints in bight. Geornce W. tust, Supermmtendent. 
Medway, April \Ath, 1842. 
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George H. Colton 
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Just received and for sale by SAXTON § PEIRCF, 133 
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Presexcr or Minn. 
was lately wrecked on tl 
of the thirteen 
The captain tried to swim ashore with a rope, but 
was driven back by a returning wave, 
tried to pull him aboard, but he 
the rope, and was seen no more, 


-The ship Wittiam Fales 
of Maine, and 
ils on board perished 


w coast 


eight gor 


The men 
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